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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This report describes the results of the 2016 Cultural Heritage Assessment of the Proposed 
Trenton Lock 1 Hydro Project within the Trent-Severn Waterway and Part of Lots 2 & 3, 
Concession 2 (Geographic Township of Murray, County of Northumberland), City of Quinte 
West (Trenton Ward) conducted by AMICK Consultants Limited.  Michael Henry, partner of 
AMICK Consultants Limited, conducted this study.  The purpose of the report is the 
identification and evaluation of built heritage and cultural heritage landscapes as well as 
impact assessment as per (mainly) the federal and provincial framework.  
 
This project falls under the authority of the CEAA (Canadian Environmental Assessment 
Agency). The CEAA Reference Guide on Physical and Cultural Heritage Resources 
(Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 1996) details the kinds of considerations that 
are required for heritage resources as detailed in Section 5 of the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (CEAA) 2012.  This guide defines a cultural heritage resource as “…a 
human work or a place that gives evidence of human activity or has spiritual or cultural 
meaning, and that has historic value”. 
 
AMICK Consultants Limited was engaged by the proponent to undertake a Cultural Heritage 
Resources Assessment of lands potentially affected by the proposed undertaking and was 
granted permission to enter the property for the purposes of completing necessary fieldwork 
on 02 November 2016.  The study area was subject to reconnaissance and photographic 
documentation on 28 November 2016 concurrently with an archaeological inspection. A 
Stage 1-2 Archaeological Property Assessment has been completed under separate cover 
(AMICK 2017).   
 
The Cultural Heritage Assessment of the proposed undertaking was conducted in order to 
identify cultural heritage resources including built heritage resources and cultural heritage 
landscapes.  The anticipated development impacts to cultural heritage landscapes and built 
heritage resources are displacement and disruption.  Displacement occurs when cultural 
heritage features are removed as part of the development of the proposed undertaking.  
Disruption, or indirect impact, occurs through the introduction of physical, visual, audible or 
atmospheric elements that are not consistent with the setting or the character of the cultural 
heritage features.   
 
The property inspection was completed with the participation of First Nations Monitors.  Dr. 
Lawrence Jackson of Northeastern Archaeological Associates Limited acted as the 
coordinator for Aboriginal Engagement on behalf of AMICK Consultants Limited.  Dr. 
Jackson has a lengthy history of work with the First Nations communities with an interest in 
cultural heritage within the larger geographic context of the study area.  Communication was 
initiated with the Williams Treaty First Nations and also directly with two First Nations 
communities with membership in this larger umbrella group incorporating seven (7) First 
Nations communities with shared interests resulting from their jointly held Treaty Rights 
under the Williams Treaty. Direct contact was established with the Curve Lake and 
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Alderville First Nations as both communities individually had indicated an interest in the 
proposed undertaking.  Once arrangements were made to include representation from 
Alderville, Curve Lake was satisfied that appropriate representation to address their concerns 
was covered by this arrangement and an additional monitor from Curve Lake was not 
necessary.  Outside of the Williams Treaty, direct contact was established with the Mohawks 
of the Bay of Quinte since they are the First Nations community in closest proximity to the 
study area who have traditionally held an interest in local development and have a history of 
working with local approval agencies. 
 
Skye Anderson acted as the coordinator for monitoring on this project on behalf of the 
Alderville First Nation and Amy Cowie acted as the coordinator for monitoring on behalf of 
the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte. Tracey Yeo participated in the Cultural Heritage 
Assessment on behalf of the Alderville First Nation and Sam Jeffries participated in the 
Cultural Heritage Assessment on behalf of the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte.  A copy of 
this report has been provided to the Curve Lake, Alderville and Mohawks of the Bay of 
Quinte First Nations for review and comment.  Their feedback has been incorporated into the 
recommendations of this report. 
 
A review of the history and current conditions within those portions of the study area covered 
by this report, indicate that the proposed undertaking does not pose any potential adverse 
impacts to potentially significant cultural heritage resources, excluding those portions of the 
proposed project area within the Trent-Severn Waterway National Historic Site administered 
by Parks Canada.  Most of the proposed construction of this project is to occur within the 
Parks Canada administered lands.  At the time of the field inspection, we had no access to the 
Parks Canada administered portion of the proposed study area. Given this evaluation, the 
following recommendations should be considered and implemented: 
 

1) This report should be filed with the City of Quinte West,  
2) This report should be filed with the Ministry of Tourism, Culture, and Sport for 

review and comment.  
3) This report serves as sufficient cultural heritage documentation of the proposed 

undertaking outside of the Trent-Severn Waterway National Historic Site 
managed by Parks Canada.  

4) A separate Cultural Heritage Assessment must be prepared for those portions of 
the study area under the management of Parks Canada. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  
 
This report describes the results of the 2016 Cultural Heritage Assessment of the Proposed 
Trenton Lock 1 Hydro Project within the Trent-Severn Waterway and Part of Lots 2 & 3, 
Concession 2 (Geographic Township of Murray, County of Northumberland), City of Quinte 
West (Trenton Ward) conducted by AMICK Consultants Limited.  Michael Henry, partner of 
AMICK Consultants Limited, conducted this study.  The purpose of the report is the 
identification and evaluation of built heritage and cultural heritage landscapes as well as 
impact assessment as per (mainly) the federal and provincial framework.  
 
The Proposed Trenton Lock 1 Hydro Project will include the construction of a Powerhouse, 
Intake and Trailrace Canal as illustrated in Figure 4 (below).  This work will result in 
modifications to the existing dam structure and modification to the waterway and shoreline 
immediately to the north and south of the Powerhouse.  All of these proposed structural 
developments are situated within the Trent-Severn Waterway Historic Site administered by 
Parks Canada.  Outside of the Parks Canada administered lands, all of the areas identified 
within Figure 4 are for temporary use during the construction of the powerhouse and 
associated features.  This consists of equipment and materiel storage areas and temporary 
access routes for heavy equipment and materiel necessary for the construction of the 
powerhouse and associated canals. 
 
This project falls under the authority of the CEAA (Canadian Environmental Assessment 
Agency). The CEAA Reference Guide on Physical and Cultural Heritage Resources 
(Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 1996) details the kinds of considerations that 
are required for heritage resources as detailed in Section 5 of the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Act (CEAA) 2012.  This guide defines a cultural heritage resource as “…a 
human work or a place that gives evidence of human activity or has spiritual or cultural 
meaning, and that has historic value”. 
 
AMICK Consultants Limited was engaged by the proponent to undertake a Cultural Heritage 
Resources Assessment of lands potentially affected by the proposed undertaking and was 
granted permission to enter the property for the purposes of completing necessary fieldwork 
on 02 November 2016.  The study area was subject to reconnaissance and photographic 
documentation on 28 November 2016 concurrently with an archaeological inspection. A 
Stage 1-2 Archaeological Property Assessment has been completed under separate cover 
(AMICK 2017).   
 
The objectives in undertaking this study are to: 
 

1) Describe the methodology that was employed and the legislative and policy context 
that guides heritage evaluations of potential impacts to structures and landscapes;  

2) Provide an historical overview of the lands that comprise the study area within the 
broader context of the surrounding township and its association with the Trent-Severn 
Waterway National Historic Site;  

3) Describe existing conditions and heritage integrity; 
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4) Evaluate the existing structures and landscape within the study area within Regulation 
9/06 of the Ontario Heritage Act and draw conclusions about the heritage attributes 
of the lands potentially impacted by the proposed undertaking; and 

5) If warranted, assess impacts of the undertaking, ascertaining sensitivity to change in 
the context of identified heritage attributes and recommend appropriate mitigation 
measures. 

 
Map 1     Location of the Study Area 
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2.0 LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
 
A preliminary plan of the proposed undertaking has been submitted together with this report 
to MTCS for review and reproduced within this report as Maps 2, 3 & 4. The proposed 
undertaking consists of the installation of a Hydroelectric Powerhouse at the location of the 
existing Lock 1 Dam on the Trent River.  The proposed site is on the east bank of the river.  
Lock 1 of the Trent-Severn Waterway is on the west bank of the river.  Ancillary features of 
the proposed undertaking include a Trailrace Canal running south of the powerhouse 
location; a Turbine Intake to the north of the powerhouse location; There is a Transmission 
Connection Line Corridor running southeast from the Powerhouse to an existing Hydro 
Corridor where a new temporary road access is to be constructed; Two potential Laydown 
areas are situated to the east of the waterway and north of the existing hydro corridor; A 
second temporary road access travels north between the two lay down areas and then west to 
the Intake location.  There is a third Laydown area to the north of this roadway.   
 
The present use of the study area is as situated within an industrial area of the City of Quinte 
West (Trenton Ward).   At the time of the property reconnaissance, AMICK Consultants 
Limited was denied access to two parcels within the study area.  The first of these is the 
parcel managed by Parks Canada as part of the Trent-Severn Waterway National Historic 
Park.  These federal lands are not subject to provincial regulation and will undergo a separate 
regulatory study and review process through Parks Canada.  A process is under way at the 
present time to gain access to this property and to complete the Cultural Heritage Assessment 
for this component parcel of the study area.  A copy of the report for that Cultural Heritage 
Assessment will be filed with MTCS as a matter of record, but not for the purpose of any 
regulatory review.  The second parcel belongs to Coco Paving.  This area is an entirely paved 
parking lot area and equipment yard.  Although not permitted to enter the property, the entire 
area included within the proposed undertaking is visible from the accessible portions of the 
project parcels.  The entirety of this parcel consists of an asphalt covered parking lot, and 
therefore, entry for the purposes of completing the evaluation of that parcel is not warranted.  
Further, this area is a proposed equipment lay down area and consequently, the intended use 
is very much in keeping with its current use and therefore, there will be no potential 
construction impacts resulting from the proposed undertaking. 
 
Part of the study area includes the dam and a portion of the east bank of the Trent River 
within the Parks Canada managed Trent Severn Waterway National Historic Site.  Adjacent 
to this area is a water treatment plant of the City of Quinte West.  To the east of the City 
property is a large equipment yard area owned by Coco Paving.  The south edge of the study 
area is within an existing Hydro corridor.  These features of the proposed undertaking are 
illustrated on Map 3 of this report.  Current conditions encountered during the property 
reconnaissance are illustrated in Maps 4 & 5. 
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Map 2     Land Tenure (Hatch Engineering 2016) 
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Figure 3     Proposed Project Concept Plan (Hatch Engineering 2016) 
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Figure 4     Locations of Project Field Photos 
 

3.0 CULTURAL HERITAGE EVALUATION 
 
3.1 Overview of Local Historical Context 
 
3.1.1 General Pre-Contact Historical Outline 
 
The purpose of this section is to provide a temporal and cultural context with which to 
evaluate potential sites when data is recovered.  This section summarizes human settlement 
of the area very broadly and generally.  It should be borne in mind that these categorizations 
are archaeological constructs based on accumulated data recovered from many sites 
investigated by many researchers.  Archaeological constructs such as this are based on 
physical material remains and may or may not reflect or depict how cultures functioned in 
the past. 
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Approximately 11,000 years ago is roughly when the earliest direct evidence of human 
occupation in what is now Ontatio can be found.  Archaeologists refer to this period of 
human occupation as Palaeo-Indian. People slowly inhabited southern Ontario with the 
retreat of the glaciers of the last Ice Age.  It is generally believed that these people relied 
primarily upon big game hunting, perhaps following the migration of caribou. They produced 
a distinctive fluted projectile points as well as other chipped lithic tools including, scrapers, 
burins and gravers. Most evidence for this period has been found in south-western and south-
central Ontario at sites located on the former shorelines of glacial Lake Algonquin. First 
Nations settlement of eastern Ontario was late in comparison to these other parts of the 
province as a result of the high water levels of the St. Lawrence Marine Embayment of the 
post-glacial Champlain Sea (Hough 1958:204).  
 
During Archaic period (c. 7000 to 1000 B.C.), people continued a mobile hunter-gatherer 
lifestyle, although there appears to have been a greater reliance on fishing and gathered food 
(e.g. plants and nuts) and more diversity between regional groups. It is during this period that 
the forest regions of North America developed and diversified similarly to what is known of 
the modern era.  This diversification in wildlife and plant life allowed for a greater variety of 
food sources available and very likely reduced the range of travel required to sustain the 
needs of the group.  Tools became increasingly diversified, reflecting an adaptation to 
environmental conditions similar to those of today.  Adzes, axes, gouges and other tools 
believed to have been used woodworking appear at this time. Lake Superior copper also 
begins to find its way across southern Ontario. A wide variety of decorative or ceremonial 
ground stone objects including gorgets, pipes, and ‘birdstones’ were produced. Based on the 
proliferation of sites across southern Ontario that are dated to this period, it seems clear that 
populations grew significantly over the preceding Period (Ellis, Kenyon and Spence 1990:93; 
Kennedy 1970:61). Artifacts from eastern Ontario suggest a close relationship to the 
Laurentian Archaic people of what is now New York State. The Laurentian Archaic artifact 
complex contains large, broad bladed, chipped stone and ground slate projectile points, and 
heavy ground stone tools. This stage is also known for the extensive use of cold-hammered 
copper tools including “bevelled spear points, bracelets, pendants, axes, fishhooks, and 
knives” (Kennedy 1970:59).  
 
The introduction of ceramics marks the beginning of the Woodland period (c. 1000 B.C. to 
A.D. 1550). In most other respects, the subsistence strategies of the people appear to have 
been much the same as in the previous Archaic Period. In the spring people would 
congregate at specific lakeshore sites to fish.  This would allow for socialization with the 
larger group and to conduct business and ceremonies that would require the presence of the 
entire community. This gathering would last through to the late summer. Throughout the late 
fall and winter, small groups would occupy an inland ‘family’ hunting area. 
 
The introduction of domesticated plants was perhaps the most significant of the changes to 
occur during the Woodland period.  Around 800 A.D. domesticated plants were introduced 
south of the Canadian Shield.  The cultivation of corn, beans, squash, sunflowers and tobacco 
gradually assumed an economic role of central importance to the lives of the late Woodland 
peoples. The rise of dependence upon horticulture as a major source of food and trade goods 
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led to the development of large semi-permanent villages. A large number of such sites appear 
to have been surrounded with substantial palisade structures, which has led many to conclude 
that there must have been significant hostility between various groups during this period. 
 
Three pre-Contact stage tribal groups occupied eastern Ontario immediately prior to the 
arrival of Europeans. Agricultural villages (c. A.D. 1400) of an Iroquoian people referred to 
as “proto-Huron” have been found in southern Hastings and Frontenac Counties (Pendergast 
1972). By A.D. 1500, the easternmost settlements of the Huron were located between Balsam 
Lake and Lake Simcoe. The people known as the St. Lawrence Iroquois occupied the upper 
St. Lawrence River valley and the Ottawa Valley was occupied by several Algonquin groups 
(Day and Trigger 1978:793).  
 
The fourteenth and fifteenth century Iroquoian sites of Eastern Ontario are directly related to 
the communities that Jacques Cartier and his crew encountered in 1535 at Stadacona and 
Hochelaga (Quebec City and Montreal Island respectively) (Jamieson 1990:386).  
Subsequent exploration of the same locations by Europeans found only abandoned 
settlements. At this time, a significant increase of St. Lawrence Iroquoian influenced ceramic 
vessel types appear on Huron sites lending credence to the belief that at least some remnants 
of the St. Lawrence Iroquois may have migrated north and west and were ultimately 
absorbed into the Huron Confederacy (Wright 1966:70-71). The widespread and large scale 
cultural upheavals experienced throughout the northeast of North America during the late 
1500s and early 1600s were directly related to the disruption of traditional economic, social 
and geo-political patterns amongst all First Nation peoples.  This continental cultural 
destabilization was in large measure instigated by the arrival, activities and settlement by 
various exploration, commercial and colonization entities originating in Europe represented 
by the Basques, Spanish, French, Dutch, Swedish and British along the Atlantic seaboard.   
 
Table 1 below summarizes the development of the archaeologically defined cultural groups 
and periods. 
 

Table 1 Cultural Chronology for Southern Ontario 
Years ago Period Southern Ontario 

350 Terminal Woodland Ontario and St. Lawrence Iroquois Cultures 
1000 
2000 

Initial Woodland Princess Point, Saugeen, Point Peninsula, and Meadowood 
Cultures 

3000 
4000 
5000 
6000 

 
Archaic 

 
Laurentian Culture 

7000 
8000 
9000 

10000 
11000 

 
Palaeo-Indian 

  
Plano and Clovis Cultures 

 

  (Wright 1972) 
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3.1.2 Euro-Canadian Settlement 
 
The documented official history of the area begins with the arrival of Champlain and First 
Nations allies to the area in 1615 on their way to attack the Five Nations Iroquois in what is 
now New York State.  This party arrived in what is now Trenton by descending the Trent 
River to Lake Ontario.  Champlain wrote a description of the banks of the Trent River at the 
time of this expedition: 
 

“We continued our course towards the enemy and made some five or six leagues 
through these lakes,1 and thence the savages carried their canoes over land about ten 
leagues, and we came upon another lake2 from six to seven leagues in length and 
three in breadth.  From here issues a river3 which makes its discharge into the great 
lake of the Onondagas.4  Having crossed this lake we passed a rapid and followed the 
course of the said river, downstream continually, some sixty-four leagues, to what is 
the entrance of the said Lake of the Onondagas,5 and on our way we portaged round 
five rapids, some from four to five leagues in length.  We also passed through several 
lakes of very considerable size6, as is likewise the said river which passes through 
them, and which abounds greatly in good fish.  It is certain that all this country is 
very fine and of pleasing character.  Along the shores one would think the trees had 
been planted for ornament in most places.  Moreover all these regions in time past 
were inhabited by savages, who have since been compelled to abandon them out of 
fear of their enemies.  Vines and walnut-trees grow there in great quantity.  Grapes 
here come to maturity, but there remains always a very pungent acidity which one 
feels in the throat after eating many of them.  This proceeds from lack of cultivation.  
The cleared portion of these regions is quite pleasant.  Hunting deer and bear is 
common here, and for the sake of the experience we had a hunt and captured quite a 
good number as we journeyed down.  To do this four or five hundred savages placed 
themselves in line in the woods, until they reached certain points which jut out into 
the river; then marching in their order with bow and arrow in their hands, shouting 
and making a great noise to frighten the animals, they keep on until they come to the 
end of the point.  In this way all the animals that are between the point and the 
hunters are compelled to throw themselves into the water, unless they pass through 
the line at the mercy of the arrows which are shot at them by the hunters.  Meanwhile 
the savages posted in the canoes, ranged on purpose along the edge of the shore, 
easily draw near the stags and other animals, hunted and harried and very terrified.  
Then the hunters kill them easily with sword blades fastened to the end of a stick like 
a half pike, and in this way they do their hunting, as also in like manner on the 
islands, where there is much game.  I took particular pleasure in watching them hunt 
in this manner, noting their skill.  Many animals were killed by arquebus-shots, at 

                                                 
1 According to Biggar these are what are known today as the Cranberry Balsam and Cameron Lakes (see Biggar 1929: 58). 
2 According to Biggar this is Sturgean Lake (Ibid). 
3 According to Biggar this is a representation of the Otonabee, the Trent and the Bay of Quinte as a single waterway or continuous channel 
that matches Champlain’s description of a journey measuring sixty-four leagues (Ibid). 
4 Lake Ontario. 
5 The present day location of Trenton and the outlet of the Trent River on Lake Ontario. 
6 According to Biggar these are what are known today as the Pigeon, Buckbarn, Dear, Clear and Rice Lakes (see Biggar 1929:59). 
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which they were greatly astonished: but it unfortunately happened that in aiming at a 
stag, a svage came inadvertently into the line of fire and was wounded by a shot, 
having no idea of such a thing, as may be supposed.  At this a great clamour arose 
among them, which nevertheless subsided upon the gift of some presents to the 
wounded man, which is the ordinary method of allaying and ending quarrels; in case 
the wounded man dies, the presents and gifts are made to his relations.As to game, it 
is in great abundance in its season.  There are also many cranes as white as swans, 
and other kinds of birds, resembling those of France. 

 
“We went by short stages as far as the shores of the lake of the Onondagas, hunting 
continually, as is mentioned above, and when we reached it, we crossed it at one end, 
that pointing eastward, which is the entrance to the great river Saint Lawrence, in 
latitude forty-three degrees, and in this crossing are five very large islands7.” 

(Biggar 1929: 58-62) 
 
Even based on the sparse description of Champlain it is of little wonder that the Anishnabeg 
name for the Trent River was Saggettewedgewam, which means a river that is hard to follow 
(Boyce 1967: 167). 
 
In 1665 the Cayuga established a village on the north shore of Lake Ontario, which the 
French referred to as “Kente” or “Quinte”.  On early maps this name was applied to a variety 
of locations and used to name a variety of geographical features.  Consequently, the precise 
location of this village remains unknown.  In 1668 the Sulpician Order of the Catholic 
Church established a mission at this village which was visited in 1669 by Joliet and Galinee 
and in 1672 by LaSalle.  The Sulpician mission was abandoned in 1680.  A few years 
following the end of the mission, the Marquis de Denonville, Governor of New France, 
summoned a number of First Nations people to Fort Frontenac.  While there roughly 130 
men, women and children of the Kente village were seized and handed over to New France’s 
First Nations allies to be tortured.  They were then sent to Europe to be sold as galley slaves.  
In retaliation, the Five Nations attacked and killed several hundred people near Montreal and 
in 1689 the French were compelled to abandon Fort Frontenac.  It was reoccupied in 1695 
and eventually fell to the British during the Seven Years War and was destroyed (Boyce 
1967: 15-18). 
 
Kente or Quinte largely disappears from history until the end of the American Revolution.  
The first Loyalists to settle in the area were the Fort Hunter Mohawks of New York who 
arrived 22 May 1784.  A treaty signed in October of 1783 secured the lake front lands 
between the Gananoque and Trent Rivers from the Mississauga resident in the area.  The 
Mississauga retained certain lands within this area including what was to become the 
downtown core of Belleville.  Originally, this was to be the area settled by all of the Six 
Nations loyal to the Crown.  However, before the Loyalist Six Nations could be settled here, 
Joseph Brant decided that he and his followers would rather be located closer to their 

                                                 
7 According to Biggar these rare the False and Main Ducks, Great and Little Gallou, Calf and Great Stoney Islands.  It is conjectured that 
Champlain’s war party landed on the south side of Lake Ontario around Henderson Bay to the south of Sackett’s Harbour. 
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relatives in the Six Nations who remained on the other side of the border.  This request was 
conceded and they were permitted to move to the Grand River.  However, most of the Fort 
Hunter Mohawks of Lachine under Captain Deserondyou decide they would prefer to settle 
at the Bay of Quinte.  On 01 April 1793 the Mohawk Tract was officially granted to the Six 
Nations.  After 1820 the northern sections of the tract were transferred back to the Crown and 
the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte were settled within the Township of Tyendinaga (Boyce 
1967 : 19-22). 
 
The following is a summary of local history taken from the “Heritage” page of the City of 
Quinte West website.  The history of settlement at the mouth of the Trent River begins with 
purchase of the land from the Mississauga through the agreement known as the Gunshot 
Treaty, signed in 1783.  The land was acquired in order to settle Loyalists who had remained 
loyal to the Crown during the American Revolution.  At that time the areas of Loyalist 
settlement were Royal Townships.  Three of these surrounded the Bay of Quinte.  When 
Upper Canada was created in 1791 there were 19 townships in Upper Canada (Quinte West 
2017). 
 
With respect to the section of the City of Quinte West that was formerly situated within the 
Township of Murray, Northumberland Township (now the Murray Ward), the “Heritage” 
page of the City’s website notes that the famous Kente Portage passes through this part of the 
city.  This route was used by some of the most illustrious early explorers in North America 
including Champlain, Joliette and LaSalle in addition to large numbers of anonymous traders, 
missionaries and settlers.  Kente Portage is the oldest road in continuous use in the province 
of Ontario (Quinte West 2017) 
 
Capitan John Meyers petitioned the government for land and a mill site near the mouth of the 
Trent River in 1788. When his petition was refused he settled in the Bellville area and 
became the founder of that community.  Shortly thereafter his son-in-law, John Bleecker, 
obtained the site at the mouth of the Trent in 1790, where he built a log house in what is now 
known as Bleecker’s Grove. He acted as an unofficial agent amongst the local First Nations 
and operated a ferry across the river. After his death in 1807, his wife ran the ferry and an inn 
at the mouth of the Trent River. The fledgling settlement was then known as Trent Port 
(Boyce 1967: 238).  
 
Sawmills and gristmills were built during the first decade of the 1800’s, followed next by 
churches and then by stores. A bridge was built across the Trent River came in 1834.  At 
about the same time preliminary work began on the Trent-Severn Waterway. Local resident 
Sheldon Hawley led both projects.  Mr. Hawley argued that a permanent bridge across the 
river would decrease instances of drowning during attempts at dangerous river crossings 
(which were common throughout the year) as well as contribute to the economic prosperity 
and development of the community (Boyce 1967: 239). By 1852, the community then known 
by the name of Trenton was officially a village with a population of 1,500.  The community 
included a number of schools, saloons, and manufactories in leather, flour, iron, cloth, and 
timber. A strong timber industry further encouraged the growth of the village and by 1881 
Trenton had achieved the status of a ‘town’ (Boyce 1967: 242).  With the arrival of the 
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Canadian Northern and Canadian Pacific Railways in 1912 new trade opportunities arose.  At 
the same time, the arrival of these railways caused a local construction boom as residences 
were built to accommodate railway workers (Boyce 1967: 244).  
 
Map 2 is a facsimile segment of the Township of Murray map reproduced from The 
Illustrated Historical Atlas of the Counties of Northumberland and Durham (H. Belden & Co. 
1878). Map 2 illustrates the location of the study area and environs as of 1878. The study 
area is shown within the larger Township Lots 2 & 3 to the east of the River Trent.  The 
entirety of these two lots on this side of the river belongs to Cumming Gilmore & Co.  No 
structures or other features are indicated anywhere within the properties they own.  In 
addition the road allowances are depicted as unopened along the south edge of both lots and 
between Lots 2 & 3.  There is an unimproved dirt road or track that follows the bank of the 
rover from the urban limits of the community of Trenton heading north through the study 
area.  The developed and improved roads for ease of travel are drawn in a greater width on 
the map.  This track no longer appears on modern maps, but would have extended from the 
present-day Marmora Street.  The Grand Trunk Railway passes through the larger Lot 2 
property roughly 200 metres to the north of the study area. 
 
It must be borne in mind that inclusion of names of property owners and depictions of 
structures within properties on these maps were sold by subscription.  While information 
included within these maps may provide information about occupation of the property at a 
specific point in time, the absence of such information does not indicate that the property was 
not occupied. 
 
Trenton’s most important industry was the timber trade.  A large amount of this business was 
in square timber that was rafted to Quebec.  In 1860 4,000,000 cubic feet of square timber 
was delivered to Quebec. Much of this timber was not harvested locally and came from as far 
as the Counties of Perth and Peterborough.  Approximately 14,000,000 board feet of sawn 
lumber was shipped to the United States annually from Trenton (Boyce 1967: 242-3). 
Trenton served as a processing and shipping centre for timber and cut lumber throughout the 
19th century.  The Gilmour Company drove its logs down the Moira emptying into Lake 
Ontario at Belleville.  From Belleville the logs were floated over to the site of their Trenton 
Mill (Boyce 1967: 325). 
 
James Cumming was in business running various timber operations, as was Gilmour & Co. 
before they collaborated.  It is not known precisely what was the nature of their use for this 
property as they had been involved in the local timbering operations since at least as early as 
the 1850s (see Guillet 1957).  At the time of Confederation a predecessor firm by the name of 
Gilmour & Page was said to be shipping 30,000, 000 board feet of lumber to the sates from 
their sawmills at Trenton.  By this time timbering had moved 75 miles to the north (Boyce 
1967: 142). It is therefore most likely that the situation of the property adjacent to the Trent 
River with access to the Gran Trunk Railway made it the ideal location for the transhipment 
point from log flotilla to rail.  It would seem likely that the property would have included one 
or more sawmills and that this may have been the location of the Gilmour and Page 
operations.   
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In 1872-3 the Gilmour Company 22,000,000 board feet of lumber out of a combined total of 
117,000,000 board feet for the Trent River sawmills.  The Gilmour Company was by far the 
largest operation.  Shortly after this peak production season, the lumber industry died off due 
to a complete depletion of timber within the industries catchment area.  By 1912 the lumber 
production of the Trent River mills was 10% of what it was in 1871-2.  The Gilmour 
Company ceased operations and the only surviving producer was the Pearce Company of 
Marmora producing 450,000 board feet per annum.  As a direct result of the mismanagement 
of timber resources in this area steps were initiated for the beginnings of a national 
reforestation program (Boyce 1967: 170). 
 
From the 1840s through to the 1870s many efforts were launched to attract or to build a 
railway service to connect local industry to the Grand Trunk railway mainline between 
Toronto and Montreal.  The name given to the local proposed loop connection was the Grand 
Junction Railway.  Finally, in 1873 ground was broken and finally, after a series of legal 
disputes and financial difficulties, the first freight car travelled from Stirling to Belleville in 
1877.  Two years later this line was completed west to Peterborough.  It is this section of the 
railway that runs immediately north of the study area through what was the Cumming 
Gilmour & Co. property discussed in further detail below.  The Grand Junction Railway was 
absorbed by the Midland Railway in 1881.  The Grand Trunk Railway already owned most 
of the Midland Railway by this time and provided the funds to purchase the Grand Junction 
Railway.  By 1893 the Midland Railway ceased to exist and had been fully absorbed by the 
Grand Trunk Railway (Boyce 1967: 152-156).   
 
3.1.3 The Trent-Severn Waterway 
 
A portion of the affected lands of the proposed development are situated within the Trent-
Severn Waterway, a National Historic Site of Canada. As such, any evaluation of the 
potential impacts to this cultural heritage resource should reference the Statement of 
Significance for the Trent-Severn Waterway.   The Statement of Significance is found on the 
website historicplaces.ca and is reproduced below: 

Description of Historic Place 

The Trent - Severn Waterway National Historic Site of Canada is a natural and man-
made waterway that meanders nearly 400 km across central Ontario linking 
Georgian Bay to the Bay of Quinte. Of particular note, are the hydraulic Lift Lock in 
Peterborough, Ontario, and the original engineering structures in the Lake Simcoe-
Balsam Lake section of the waterway. 

Heritage Value 

Trent-Severn Waterway was named a national historic site because it is part of 
Canada’s national canal system. 
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The heritage value of the Trent-Severn Waterway lies in its legibility and 
completeness as a transportation route integrated and developed by the Government 
of Canada early in the 20th century (1882-1920). This is embodied in the many 
engineering structures, buildings, locks, dams and bridges linked to the waterway, 
and in those cultural landscapes related to the themes of water power, recreation, 
natural features and varied uses associated with it.  

Specific resources along the canal are of sufficient importance to be designated 
separately, notably the Peterborough Lift Lock National Historic Site of Canada, 
acknowledged because it was, and remains, an engineering achievement of 
international renown because it was the highest hydraulic lift lock ever built and was 
once reputed to be the largest concrete structure in the world. The Lift Lock was 
designed by engineers R.B. Rogers & Baird and built in 1904 by Corry and 
Laverdure Construction (site preparation and concrete work), and Dominion Bridge 
of Montreal (metal work). 

The Lake Simcoe-Balsam Lake section of the Waterway is valued for the high 
number of surviving unmodified structures dating from the construction period 1900-
1907 and because most lockstations in this section retain their integrity from the 
early 20th-century period. 

Source: Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, 1929, Minutes: 
Commemorative Integrity Statement. 

Character-defining Elements 

Key elements of this site include: 
- the route of the waterway, 
- the unity and completeness of the waterway, its engineering structures and 
buildings that support it, and the special cultural landscapes it has generated; 
- the continued integrity and legibility of the working assemblage of resources 
supporting the presence and operations of the waterway over time; 
- the massing, design, form, function, materials and details of individual resources, 
especially the original features of Locks 1-18, and the original design, form and 
construction materials of Locks 19 (stone), 22 and 23 (concrete), the 44 dams with a 
high degree of historical integrity, the distinctive design of Dam 13 at Healy Falls, 
the main dam at Swift Rapids, the 9 bridges exhibiting distinctive types of early 20th-
century bridge technology, and in particular the twin span bridge at Young’s Point, 
the 6 original lockstations with a high degree of historical integrity, all machinery 
and engineering mechanisms related to the historic operations of these resources 
(especially the lock mechanisms at Locks 19, 22 and 23, the submerged valve 
mechanism of the main dam at Swift Rapids, and the range of lock mechanisms 
exhibited from Locks 1-18); 
- the disposition and relationship of these resources to their surroundings; 
- continued legibility of the special small scale cultural landscapes of the waterway 
related to water power (physical and functional links between the Waterway and 
surrounding communities through the distribution and use of power), recreation 
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(particularly in the Kawartha sector where the cultural landscapes at Young’s Point 
and Lovesick retain their historic ties to summer resorts, cottages, steamboat 
excursions, hunting and fishing) natural features (such as geographic seclusion, 
pastoral surroundings such as those at Percy Reach, Meyers and Haigues Reach, 
supportive vegetation, wildlife like the osprey population at Murray Marsh); 
- evidence of aboriginal presence such as the burial mounds at Percy Reach and 
remains at Healy Falls; 
- the remnants of a range of industrial activity related to the presence of the canal 
over time such as limestone quarrying, lumbering, and agriculture; 
- the Peterborough Lift Lock in its massing, design, surviving original materials 
(particularly its concrete and steel chambers) , the integrity of its functional spaces, 
architectural details (such as its cornices, coping, original operator’s cabin, lock 
chambers, and original railings) and its use as an operating hydraulic lock; 
- continuity of the open park-like landscape on the west side of the channel below the 
Peterborough Lift Lock dating from 1910 with its design elements (walkways, 
terraces, slopes) and its open vistas;  
- the Lake Simcoe-Balsam Lake section with its wide range of resources including 
lockstations, locks, lock-gate and valve operating mechanisms, dams, canal cuts, 
embankments, spoils, entrance piers, guard-gates, culverts, bridges, bridge abutment 
remnants, as well as machinery and cultural landscapes associated with these 
resources, the continued presence of all historic buildings and structures in this 
section of the canal in their current massing, design, materials, forms, and locations, 
the distinguishing design and technological details of each individual resource, and 
its use for through navigation using manual modes of operation; 
- evidence of canal construction activities (including remains), 
- legibility of the cultural landscapes and patterns between and among these 
resources, particularly at Locks 22 and 23. 

 
The study area has a significant connection to the history of the Trent-Severn Waterway.  
This is due to the fact that the study area is situated adjacent to the Trent River, and is also 
the location of a significant lumber operation which had a major interest in the development 
of the Trent-Severn Waterway.  Lock 1 of the Trent-Severn Waterway is situated on the 
opposite bank and upstream of the proposed undertaking.  Lock 1 will not be directly 
affected by the proposed undertaking.  The dam located downstream of Lock 1 and used to 
control the water level above the Lock 1 is included within the study area on the east bank of 
the Trent River.  It is at the eastern end of the dam where the proposed hydroelectric turbine 
and powerhouse are proposed. 
 
The story of the history and development of the Trent-Severn Waterway is lengthy and 
complex.  The following brief synopsis of the history of the Trent-Severn Waterway is taken 
from Gerald E. Boyce’s work, Historic Hastings: 
 

“In the early 1800s the inland movement of settlers, the need for timber, and possible 
military advantages focused attention on this route.  The noted agitator and reformer, 
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Robert Gourlay, proposed a canal to link the Bay of Quinte to Rice Lake, In his 
Memoir of the Defence of Upper Canada, 1815, Gustavus Nicholls wrote of the 
military advantages of such a canal from the head of the Bay of Qunite to Lake 
Simcoe.  Five years later , J. W. Bannister suggested that such a canal project might 
be financed by a government-sponsored lottery or by combining that project with 
settlement plans, tolls on the settlers’ trade paying for the improved waterway.  The 
Imperial government accepted this latter alternative as a possibility and surveyors 
were sent out to make plans for a combined colonization and military route.  
However, attention soon turned to the Welland Canal scheme to link Lakes Ontario 
and Erie. 

 
“It was only in the 1830s that positive action was taken towards commencing the 
canal.  Late in 1833, a civil engineer, N. H. Baird, submitted a thorough report on the 
project based on his exploration of the existing system in the fall of that year.  He 
estimated the cost of a canal system from the Bay of Quinte to Peterborough to be 
£23,000, but felt that this large expenditure would be offset by tolls charged to 
lumberers (perhaps £6,000 a year), good access to the Marmora Iron Works (which 
he had inspected and found to be very vital to the economy of all Upper Canada), and 
increased settlement, since he found the existing method of transportation to be by 
“perhaps the worst roads in the province”.  Moreover, there would be less loss of 
human life among the “wicked” rapids near the mouth of the Trent and navigation 
would be possible on Rice Lake.  Following this report a short canal at Bobcaygeon 
was completed in 1835and some work was done at Otonabee below Peterborough.  In 
a second report, compiled in 1835, Baird modified his stress on canals by suggesting 
railroads could be used temporarily to bypass some of the worst sections, such as the 
Nine Mile Rapids directly north of Trenton. 
 
“Baird’s plans appealed to the Legislative assembly, a committee of which reported 
in 1837 that the opening of navigation on the lower sections of the river would be 
advantageous if only because the Marmora Iron works could be reopened.  Because 
of poor roads these works had been abandoned, and their reopening would mean that 
it would no longer be necessary to import annually 200,000 pounds of iron into the 
province.  The Marmora Iron Works would supply iron for the “contemplated 
railroads”.  Accordingly, the provincial government st aside almost $140,000 to 
develop the Trent and tenders were called for the construction of several parts of the 
system.  These included a dam, stone lock, and excavation at Meyers’ Island at the 
mouth of the Trent, a dam nine miles north at Widow Harris’s, and a lock and timber 
slide at Chisholm Rapids. (emphasis added) 
 
“Unfortunately, these plans were only partly implemented.  The depression of 1837-
39 coupled with political unrest led the government to spend almost half of the 
$140,000 elsewhere.  Accordingly, when work was suspended in 1839, only the work 
at Myers’ Island had been completed.  The stone for this project had come from Ox 
Point or Point Anne near Belleville where ten stone cutters had been employed for 
two years in quarrying and preparing the stone.  Unfortunately the Chisholm’s 
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Rapids were in an unfinished condition, and nothing had been done on the Nine-Mile 
Rapids or the Harris dam at the northern end of this turbulent section.  The the first 
nine miles of the waterway could not be used by boats and the completed sections 
were denied access to the Bay of Quinte. 
 
“Moreover, the canal system faced other problems.  There had been a loss of life 
during construction, and now that construction had stopped, lumberers were cutting 
holes in the dams in order to facilitate timber movement.  This vandalism temporarily 
ceased in 1843 when the government again set out to complete the canal.  Thomas 
McGrath was named superintendent; and from his office at Brophy’s Hotel in 
Frankford he supervised construction of a stone dam at the head of the Nine-Mile 
Rapids, completed the unfinished lock and slide at Chisholm’s and began piers and 
booms at Percy Landing, Raney Falls and Campbellford. 
 
“Again the canal system was beset with problems.  Construction slackened and fell 
off.  By 1849 the works at Widow Harris’s and Chisholm’s were said to have been 
‘shamefully neglected’.  The cost of maintaining the booms and timber slides 
continued to exceed the revenue from tolls.  Consequently in 1855 the government 
licensed the Trent Slide Committee to control these booms and slides.  The committee 
would levy tolls on timber, especially on the upper reaches of the system, and use this 
money to keep the works repaired. 
 
“During the 1850s Hastings County Council took the lead in pressing for the 
completion of construction.  Although only a small portion of the system’s 240 miles 
was in Hastings County, the county would reap large rewards from a successful 
canal, since Trenton was the southern entrance.  At considerable expense, council 
published N. H. Baird’s earlier reports on the advantages of this route and petitioned 
the Canadian government to take action.  But the slowly growing population along 
the proposed waterway did not seem to justify a large expenditure in the 1850s, at a 
time when the St. Lawrence route and the railroad expansion required large outlays 
of funds. 
 
“Since the Nine-Mile Rapids and other sections of the canal system were not really 
navigable in the late nineteenth century, there was little hope of navigation on the 
rather crooked waterway, and timber remained its main business.  Slides, dams, and 
booms aided the descent of timber, and in the 1872-73 season about 117,000,000 
board feet of pine lumber were produced by sawmills along the Trent.  The giant of 
these companies was the Gilmour Company, whose Trenton mill manufactures 
22,000,000 feet in that season.  IN addition, the company rafted some square timber 
for the Quebec market.  Unfortunately, as the century progressed, the timber stands 
were depleted, and by 1912 the lumber companies were producing less than ten per 
cent of what they had in 1871-72.  The Gilmour Company’s mill at Trenton ceased 
operations and the only major county producer was the Pearce Company of Marmora 
with a production of some 450,000 feet annually.  So marked was the decline in 
timber and so apparent was the mismanagement of the resources of the area that the 
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Dominion Conservation Commission made an extensive study of the Trent Watershed 
region, leading to the beginnings of a reforestation policy. 
 
“Meanwhile the building of the canal system was continuing by what one writer calls 
a ‘driblet policy’.  As the nineteenth century neared its close, small amounts were 
being spent on widely separated parts of the waterway.  Only in 1896 was this policy 
abandoned and a determined effort begun to complete the project.  By 1907, another 
survey had concluded that Trenton should definitely be the entrance to the system (as 
the original planners had decided almost a century before) rather than Port Hope 
which sought the honour.  By 1910, a million dollars a year was being spent on the 
canal, and in 1912 that figure was doubled, this money being largely used to develop 
the Lake Ontario entrance.  It was not until 1918 that the northern access was 
completed when two ‘cheaply-constructed marine railways’ were constructed instead 
of the last two locks on the Severn River. 
 
“The serious decline in the lumber trade, the absence of any large agricultural taffic 
in this region, and the drift of population away from the region especially after 1900 
dictated that the route should be completed as economically as possible.” 
 
“Only in recent years has the canal become a real asset.  With the increase in 
pleasure-boating, it attracts many visitors to this area – visitors who in using the 
canal help to justify the vision of the nineteenth century planners who predicted that 
this waterway would one day be a significant link between Lake Ontario and the 
Upper Lakes.” 

(Boyce 1967: 167-171) 
 
3.1.4 Summary of Historic Documentation 
 
 The inspection of the current landscape demonstrated that the area has been 
previously developed, demolished and modified as part of the industrial lands of Trenton.  
There are no surviving potential heritage landscapes or structures outside of the Trent-Severn 
National Historic Site administered by Parks Canada.  Historic Documentation suggests that 
for much of the colonial period of settlement and extending into the early 20th century, the 
study area was used primarily for the storage and processing of timber for shipment, meaning 
that prior to the development of the industrial section of the settlement at Trenton into this 
area, the land was essentially vacant and no structures or artificial landscapes were 
constructed in the immediate vicinity.  This evaluation does not include the Parks Canada 
administered lands, as at the time of this assessment, we were not provided access or 
permission to study that component parcel of the study area. 
 
3.2 Heritage Legislative Requirements 
 
Within the Province of Ontario there are a number of legislative requirements, which 
necessitate the consideration of potential heritage features during the planning process. 
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1. The provincial interest in cultural heritage and the conservation of heritage 
resources is articulated in the Ontario Heritage Act (RSO 2005).  This legislation 
provides the legislative framework for the conservation of Ontario’s heritage.  
The Ontario Heritage Act is administered by MTCS. 

2. Heritage resource conservation is also identified as a provincial interest within the 
Provincial Policy Statement (2014) 

3. Heritage resource conservation is also identified as a provincial interest within the 
Planning Act (RSO 1990a) 

4. Heritage resource conservation is also identified as a provincial interest within the 
Environmental Assessment Act (RSO 1990b).  This legislation considers cultural 
and built components to be integral elements of the environment.  The impact of 
proposed undertakings to cultural heritage resources must be addressed as part of 
the standard environmental assessment process in the Province of Ontario. 

5. Cultural Heritage Resources must be addressed as a component study under an 
application for a Renewable Energy Approval, as outlined in Ontario Regulation 
359/09 section 22(3) of the Environmental Protection Act. 

 
In partnership with other provinces, territories and the federal government, Ontario is also a 
participant in the Historic Places Initiative, which is a national program to encourage heritage 
conservation across Canada.  While the Ontario Heritage Act provides the framework for the 
conservation of Ontario’s non-renewable heritage resources, the proposed undertaking is not 
subject to specific legislation that would trigger a cultural heritage study.  This study was 
undertaken to ensure that the objectives of the Provincial Policy Statement were addressed 
since changes to the landscape and its uses are contemplated in this case. 
 
3.3 Municipal Planning Policy Context 
 
The City of Quinte West encourages the protection and conservation of cultural heritage 
features. 
 
3.3.1 City of Quinte West Official Plan  
 
The Official Plan (OP) for the City of Quinte West (CQW) includes provisions for the 
protection and conservation of heritage resources within Section 10 Functional Policies, Sub-
section 10.4 Cultural Heritage Conservation, pages 140-145 (CQW 2013). 
 

“10.6 Cultural Heritage Conservation 
 

“The City of Quinte West holds a rich abundance of cultural heritage resources. 
Cultural heritage resources extend beyond individual buildings and can include but 
are not limited to, archaeological sites, cemeteries and burials, buildings and 
structural remains of historical and architectural value, and human-made rural, 
village, and urban districts or landscapes that provide essential value in the 
information their reveal about the past. They provide an understanding as to how 
social, economic, political and environmental influences have characterized and 
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shaped the community. Well maintained historic buildings and landscapes contribute 
to a sense of place and foster local pride. The resources also aid in the promotion of 
cultural tourism.  

 
“The City recognizes the importance of cultural heritage resources within the 
municipality and therefore will encourage the identification, conservation, protection, 
restoration, maintenance, and enhancement of all cultural objects, features and 
landscapes. All new development permitted by the land use policies and designations 
of this Plan shall have regard for cultural heritage resources and shall, wherever 
possible, incorporate these resources into any new development plans. In addition, all 
new development will be planned in a manner which preserves and enhances the 
context in which cultural heritage resources are situated.  

 
“10.6.1 Goal  

 
“To ensure that cultural heritage resources in the municipality are managed in a 
manner which perpetuates their functional use while maintaining their heritage value 
and benefit to current and future generations of the community.” 
 

(CQW 2013: 140) 
 
3.3.3 Municipal Consultation 
 
The City of Quinte West was consulted for additional information pertaining to the study 
area and the adjacent properties and it was confirmed that while the Trent River is recognized 
under the Ontario Heritage Act as an Ontario Heritage River and the Trent-Severn Waterway 
is recognized as a National Historic Site, there are no other documented cultural heritage 
resources within or adjacent to the study area.  Further, a period of public notice was 
undertaken.  No comments were received from any individuals respecting concerns for the 
historical significance of the participating component properties at the local level. 

3.4 Criteria for Determining Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 
 
The pace of development over the past two decades and projected ongoing development, 
places many potential heritage bridges under threat.  Although most evidence of landscape 
changes can be seen in the expansion of established communities, the increase in population 
and commercial activities in these centres results in a greater volume of traffic on regional 
roads which necessitates improvements to the overall road network.  The need for 
improvements in overland communication and shipping routes has required, and will 
continue to require, improvements to roadways and associated water crossings. 
 
O. Reg. 9/06: Criteria for Determining Cultural Heritage Value or Interest establishes the 
criteria by which all types of cultural heritage resources are evaluated:  
 

“1. The property has design value or physical value because it, 
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i. is a rare, unique, representative or early example of a style, type, 
expression, material or construction method, 

ii. displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit, or 

iii. demonstrates a high degree of technical or scientific achievement. 

2. The property has historical value or associative value because it, 

i. has direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, activity, 
organization or institution that is significant to a community, 

ii. yields, or has the potential to yield, information that contributes to an 
understanding of a community or culture, or 

iii. demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist, 
builder, designer or theorist who is significant to a community. 

3. The property has contextual value because it, 

i. is important in defining, maintaining or supporting the character of an 
area, 

ii. is physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its 
surroundings, or 

iii. is a landmark. O. Reg. 9/06, s. 1 (2).” 
 
3.5. Cultural Heritage Assessment of the Proposed Land Parcels 
 
A property is generally considered to be of cultural heritage value or interest if it 
meets one or more of the criteria set forth under O. Reg. 9/06. The parcels that 
comprise the study area, excluding those lands under Parks Canada management 
within the Trent-Severn Waterway National Historic Site have been evaluated against 
the three main criteria and their various subsets. The results are described in the 
following table and descriptive sections: 

Design or Physical Value   
is a rare, unique, representative or early example of a style, type, expression, 
material or construction method 

No 

displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit No 
demonstrates a high degree of technical or scientific achievement No 
Historical or Associative Value   
has direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, activity, organization or 
institution that is significant to a community, 

Yes 

yields, or has the potential to yield information that contributes to an 
understanding of a community or culture, or 

No 

demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist, builder, designer No 
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or theorist who is significant to a community. 
Contextual Value   
is important in defining, maintaining or supporting the character of an area, No 
is physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its surroundings, or Yes 
Is a landmark. No 
 
3.5.1 Design or Physical Value 
 
There are no structures situated within the lands to be used in the proposed undertaking, with 
the exception of the high-tension hydro transmission towers along the south edge of the study 
area.  Adjacent to portions of the study area are the current water treatment facility structures 
of the City of Quinte West.  South of the study area adjacent to the south edge of the Hydro 
corridor is a large landfill sites that towers above all of the landscape features in the area 
including trees and structures.  The presence of this anthropogenic landscape feature is a 
significant detraction from any potential heritage vistas from within any part of the study 
area.  This can even be said of the Parks Canada managed Trent-Severn Waterway National 
Historic Site component lands without the necessity of accessing this area. 
 
3.5.2 Historical or Associative Value 

The study area does have significant historical associations to a person, group or event that is 
significant to a community. The study area is associated with perhaps the most significant 
lumbering firm of the wider area; it is also associated with the introduction of the railway, an 
dis further associated with one of the primary motives for the final construction of the Trent-
Severn Waterway (i.e. commercial timber and lumber shipping).  The dam constructed to 
control water levels at Lock 1 on the opposite bank and upstream from the study area forms 
part of the study area, although outside of the parcels under immediate consideration herein.  
Nonetheless, this is a significant component of a National Historic Site that is adjacent to the 
study area.  Within the study area lands themselves, there are no visual cues and no surviving 
elements associated to the historical connection of these lands to the major economic 
development themes that built the community of Trenton and much of the surrounding area 
in the 19th century.  
 
3.5.3 Contextual Value 

The setting of the study area is one of industrial use lands that have been regenerated more 
than once in the past as evidenced by the considerable amount of demolition and fill 
materials casually observed at, and across, the entirety of the surface of the study area.  There 
is no surviving evidence of the earliest industrial uses of the landscape within the lumbering 
and timbering enterprises that once covered hundreds of acres surrounding the current study 
area. 
 
The study area is adjacent to the Trent-Severn Waterway National Historic Site lands 
managed by Parks Canada.  The dam that is present now is of mid-twentieth century 
construction, and although it performs the engineering function of its predecessors, it is not 
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readily identifiable as a significant heritage resource and generally fits into the industrial 
landscape surrounding the study area. It is however, physically, functionally, visually and 
historically linked to its surroundings.  It is the only significant cultural heritage asset apart 
form the Trent River that is associated with the study area. 

3.5.4 Cultural Heritage Value 

If the property meets the criteria in Ontario Regulation 9/06, pursuant to the Ontario Heritage 
Act, it is considered to be a cultural heritage resource. 

Accordingly, the study area must be considered a cultural heritage resource given its 
historical associations and its contextual association with the Trent-Severn Waterway 
National Historic Site.  

4.0 HERITAGE IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 

Under the criteria set forth in O. Reg. 9/06 the study area must be considered a cultural 
heritage resource given its historical associations and its contextual association with the 
Trent-Severn Waterway National Historic Site.  

Accordingly, a Heritage Impact Assessment of the Proposed Undertaking on the study area 
and adjacent cultural heritage resources is required. 
 
The proposed undertaking consists of the installation of a Hydroelectric Powerhouse at the 
location of the existing Lock 1 Dam on the Trent River.  The proposed site is on the east 
bank of the river.  Lock 1 of the Trent-Severn Waterway is on the west bank of the river.  
Ancillary features of the proposed undertaking include a Trailrace Canal running south of the 
powerhouse location; a Turbine Intake to the north of the powerhouse location; There is a 
Transmission Connection Line Corridor running southeast from the Powerhouse to an 
existing Hydro Corridor where a new temporary road access is to be constructed; Two 
potential Laydown areas are situated to the east of the waterway and north of the existing 
hydro corridor; A second temporary road access travels north between the two lay down 
areas and then west to the Intake location.  There is a third Laydown area to the north of this 
roadway.  Figure 3 above illustrates the proposed uses of the component parcels of the study 
area (see Figure 4). 
 
The uses of the land base outside of the Trent-Severn National Historic Site for the proposed 
undertaking is ephemeral and, for the most part, temporary and only for the duration of 
construction.  This consists of temporary access roads to permit access for the use of 
equipment and materiel at the powerhouse construction site and associated waterside 
ancillary structures affiliated with the turbine intake and the trailrace canal.  A transmission 
line linking the proposed powerhouse to the existing Hydro corridor is to be established as 
well and this is the only permanent feature on the landside of the study area outside of the 
Parks Canada managed lands. 
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In consideration of the above, it may be fairly said that the proposed uses of the landside of 
the study area will not adversely impact any heritage resources as the only permanent feature 
remaining once construction has ceased is a single transmission line linking the powerhouse 
to the existing hydro corridor.  This feature is far less obtrusive than the existing hydro 
corridor to which it will be connected and it is suggested that the casual observer would not 
even notice the addition.  The proposed access routes are overlying existing roadways and 
even if the proposed improvements to these roads to allow for transportation of equipment 
and materiel remain after construction, there will be no discernable adverse impact and no 
real change to the landscape that would impact its existing heritage character.  The laydown 
areas are simply storage locations for equipment and materiel that will be restored to their 
current condition as maintained lawn areas following construction. 
 
In consideration of the above, there are no potential adverse impacts to any cultural heritage 
resources or features and there is therefore no necessity to mitigate any impacts. 
 
5.0 CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The Cultural Heritage Assessment of the proposed undertaking was conducted in order to 
identify cultural heritage resources including built heritage resources and cultural heritage 
landscapes.  The study area must be considered a cultural heritage resource given its 
historical associations to significant early industries and the economic development of the 
community at the mouth of the Trent River and the wider area in addition to its contextual 
association with the Trent-Severn Waterway National Historic Site. Therefore, a Heritage 
Impact Assessment was carried out to consider the potential impacts to the study area and 
associated heritage resources. 

The anticipated development impacts to cultural heritage landscapes and built heritage 
resources are displacement and disruption.  Displacement occurs when cultural heritage 
features are removed as part of the development of the proposed undertaking.  Disruption, or 
indirect impact, occurs through the introduction of physical, visual, audible or atmospheric 
elements that are not consistent with the setting or the character of the cultural heritage 
features.  However, a review of its current conditions and the potential impacts resulting from 
the proposed uses of the parcels outside of the Parks Canada managed lands indicates that 
there will be no permanent or discernable impacts to any heritage features through either 
displacement or disruption resulting from the proposed undertaking. 
 
A review of the history and current conditions within those portions of the study area covered 
by this report, indicate that the proposed undertaking does not pose any potential adverse 
impacts to potentially significant cultural heritage resources, excluding those portions of the 
proposed project area within the Trent-Severn Waterway National Historic Site administered 
by Parks Canada.  Most of the proposed construction of this project is to occur within the 
Parks Canada administered lands.  At the time of the field inspection, we had no access to the 
Parks Canada administered portion of the proposed study area. Given this evaluation, the 
following recommendations should be considered and implemented: 
 



2016 Cultural Heritage Assessment  for the Proposed Trenton Lock 1 Hydro Project, Trent-Severn Waterway 
and Part of Lots 2 & 3, Concession 2 (Geographic Township of Murray, County of Northumberland), City of 

Quinte West (Trenton Ward)  (AMICK File #16012) 
 

 
AMICK Consultants Limited Page 29 

 

1) This report should be filed with the City of Quinte West,  
2) This report should be filed with the Ministry of Tourism, Culture, and Sport for 

review and comment.  
3) This report serves as sufficient cultural heritage documentation of the proposed 

undertaking outside of the Trent-Severn Waterway National Historic Site 
managed by Parks Canada.  

4) A separate Cultural Heritage Assessment must be prepared for those portions of 
the study area under the management of Parks Canada. 
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